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Notes of Support Complied from E-Mail Correspondence for Changes to Geography 643

from:  M. Coleman, K. Cox, B. Mansfield, J. Wainright (Geog.), W. DeYoung, A. Wendt (Pol. Sci.), B. Shank (Comp. Stud.)
Hi Nancy

The course looks great. 

During the 2006-2007 academic year, 4 undergrads enrolled under 693 with me to read Foucault. The point is that there is a latent population of students interested in learning more about governmentality and specifically using Foucault.

The only thing I might suggest (and I wouldn't include it here) is to read some of Foucault's work on geography and space (essays in Power/Knowledge, for instance), as well as the new "Space, Knowledge, Power" book by Crampton and Elden. Geographers have had to do quite a bit of work to spatialize Foucault (he was notoriously ambivalent about space, at one point saying to the editors of Herodote something like "I don't care about space, you geographers do it"). Anyway, he certainly is a spatial thinker but had to be read that way ...

If there is anything else, I'm in the office today.

Mat

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hi Nancy

I have had the opportunity to look back through the proposed changes you

would like to make to 643, and wanted to reiterate my support for the

project.

We are already developing strong linkages at the graduate level with

Comparative Studies and Political Science (75% of the 20 students enrolled

in my 860 are from those departments), and it would be nice to complement

this at the undergraduate level. 

As I said in my previous email, there is clearly a sizeable body of

undergraduate students interested in Foucault and the problem of

governmentality. Since arriving here I have had a steady stream of

undergraduates into my office interested in pursuing classroom instruction

on his thought. It will be nice to have a course properly titled and

described so as to signal to this group that a course exists for them!

Also, I think the changes dovetail nicely with our plans for URS curriculum

restructuring, i.e. teaching updated material; reconfiguring course content

to attract more students; putting faculty research interests at the heart of

our classes. 

Good luck with the proposal!

Cheers,

Mat.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Dear Nancy,  
I am impressed by the syllabus for your reorganized Geography 643. I think that it will be a very good addition to our undergraduate offerings. The ideas on which you base your course are ones that are increasingly au fait in sociology and political science. Your approach is also a very good complement to the work of our younger faculty, particularly Joel and Mat. It doesn't hurt that some of our graduate students will certainly find it a useful course to take.

Kevin (R. Cox)

Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Department of Geography

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Nancy,

I think the course looks quite impressive, and very useful for graduate students and advanced undergraduates.  I think we really need more of this kind of course, that introduces students to a body of thought in a sustained manner, and works to make these ideas accessible by focusing on empirical research that uses and extends the ideas further.  Governmentality is certainly very important in Geography and other fields right now, so it is especially important that we introduce it to our students.  I also think this is a great course for the 600 level-- not an introduction to a field (like political geography or economic geography) but not quite at the level of a graduate seminar.  I think it fits well within URS in general, and will continue to fit in if we make any of the changes to the curriculum that we have been discussing.  

Cheers,
Becky

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Nancy, 

Thanks for asking me to comment on the change.  I am pleased to support your proposed modification, which makes a clear contribution to our curriculum.  As you suggest, this change will probably increase the enrollment of geog 643.

Best wishes,

Joel

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Nancy,

While undergraduate majors who concentrate in political theory represent a minority of our students, I believe that you would find real and continuing interest for your course among them.  I believe that you could expect between five and ten political science undergraduates interested in enrolling in the courses.

For my own part, I am glad to see someone proposing a course on Foucault.

Best,

Wayne DeYoung

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Hi Nancy,
 
Great course, and I suspect there would indeed be some interest from political science grad students, though perhaps marginally less than there has been for Matt Coleman's courses, which might appear to the students to have a clearer "IR" connection.  But over the past three years we have been averaging 10 new IR students per year coming into the 
PhD program, with maybe 40% of these being potential customers for this kind of course, so I'm sure you will get at 
least a few.  I'll certainly mention the course to my advisees when they talk to me, and otherwise hope to see you again soon.
 
Best,
Alex Wendt

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Nancy,

I have had a chance to look over the syllabus you attached for Geography 643, "Geographies of Governmentality."  I can say with confidence that there would be a steady stream of students--both graduate and undergraduate--from Comparative Studies who would be interested in, and quite probably excited by, this course.  The combination of careful attention to Foucauldian concepts with concrete empirical study will appeal to many of our best.  I will be certain to keep students informed about this course each time that it is available.

Thanks,
Barry Shank
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